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Td The Contributors, 



The committee who volunteered to solicit funds to pur- 
chase the Ward Museum, desire to report to the subscribers 
that they have finished the undertaking, paid for the collec- 
tion, and presented it to the Public Museum for the benefit 
of the city. It may be interesting to call your attention 
for a moment to the origin and history of our museum. 

The late Prof. P. Engelmann began to make collections 
with his pupils about 1851. These were made for the purpose 
of supplying specimens to illustrate lessons in natural his- 
tory given at the German-English Academy, of which he 
was at that time the director. 

The Natural History Society of Wisconsin was founded 
in 1857, and organized the museum at once with the assist- 
ance of Prof. Engelmann's collection. 

The officers and members of the society and their friends 
commenced with great earnestness to secure specimens of all 
sorts for the museum, and books for a library. 

A natural history collection that was exhibited at the 
"Soldiers' Home Fair" in 1865, was acquired for the 
museum by its friends, who cast a majority of the votes for 
its disposal. From time to time specimens were donated to 
the society by the Smithsonian Institution. A number of 
objects were given by Dr. I. A. Lapham, who also frequently 
volunteered his services in determining the names of 
specimens. 

The collection gradually increased until, about the year 
1881, it became so large that its friends thought best 
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to secure more ample accommodations in some central part 
of the city, where it could be easily seen at any time and 
better serve the purpose of instruction and entertainment. 

A movement was inaugurated to have the museum pre- 
sented to the city in trust, to have it supported by direct 
taxation and encouraged as a public institution, and serve as 
a means of public instruction. 

A numerously signed petition was presented to the Com- 
mon Council, and committees of conference were appointed 
by that body and also by the Natural History Society. 

A law was prepared enabling the society to donate their 
collection, in trust, to the city, and another authorizing the 
city to accept and maintain it. Both laws were enacted by 
the legislature of 1882. 

On February 20th, 1883, the first Board of Trustees of 
the Public Museum was organized, took charge of the col- 
lection, and secured rooms for its accommodation in the 
Exposition Building. 

The directors of the Exposition Association, appreciating 
the interest taken in natural history and in collections of 
animals, minerals, fossils and curiosities from different parts 
of the globe, made an arrangement with Prof. H. A. Ward, 
of Rochester, N. Y., to exhibit his collection in connection 
with the Exposition, in the fall of 1883. Upon its arrival, 
Prof. Ward very kindly gave a brief description of his col- 
lection, its scientific scope, and the point of view from which 
the specimens had been selected. Crowds visited and ad- 
mired it, and arrangements were made to have all the 
children of the public schools see it. An earnest desire was 
soon expressed to secure at least a part of the collection for 
the Public Museum. The press, with its usual enthusiasm 
for anything that is good, encouraged this idea, and finally 



Digitized by 



Google 



r.-- - 



5 

the undersigned consented to act as a committee to solicit 
funds to purchase as much as possible of the collection. 

Prof. G. W. Peckham, Dr. H. Dorner, and Mr. Charles L. 
Mann, gentlemen well versed in such matters, were ap- 
pointed a committee to examine Mr. Ward's collection and 
report on its scientific value, condition and price. They 
reported it to be of great value, well selected, in good condi- 
tion, and moderate in price, and that if it could be added to 
the Public Museum, we should then possess a splendid col- 
lection. In the meanwhile, a letter of inquiry was sent to 
Prof. S. F. Baird, at the Smithsonian Institution at Wash- 
ington, who is as familiar as anyone with the quality of such 
articles, as he is constantly studying them and having them 
prepared. Prof. Baird kindly replied that Prof. Ward's 
specimens were uniformly well prepared and preserved and 
had given thorough satisfaction ; that his prices were not 
higher than other dealers', considering the quality of the 
specimens ; that he thought by the catalogue, that it was a 
collection well suited to the needs of such a city as Milwau- 
kee. This reply simply encouraged us to redouble our 
efforts to secure the collection. 

A meeting of all subscribers was called on December 13, 
1883, at the Exposition Building ; a large number attended 
and after organization passed the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That Messrs. F. C. Winkler, Ch. Preusser, A. Meinecke, 
Dr. E. W. Bartlett, and Jul. Goldschmidt, be and they are hereby ap- 
pointed a committee of the subscribers to the fund raised for the pur- 
chase of the Ward Museum, to purchase the collection of Prof. H. A. 
Ward, or so much thereof as they may deem advisable; and it is 
further 

Resolved, That the collection which may be so purchased, be donated 
to the city of Milwaukee for its Public Museum, upon condition that 
the same be insured and at all times kept insured at its full value, the 
insurance money, in case of loss by fire, to be devoted exclusively to 
the restoration of the Museum. 
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A complete and detailed list of all the specimens in the 
collection was then made, and the catalogue price was found 
to be over fifteen thousand dollars. 

On December 17, 1883, the above-mentioned committee 
made a contract with Prof. Ward, by which he agreed to 
transfer to us the whole collection here in Milwaukee, with the 
exception of a small number of specimens that were already 
represented in the Public Museum, and which he took back ; 
and further, to send us about a hundred specimens more, 
consisting of glass models and some mounted specimens that 
were very desirable to^ make our collection more nearly 
complete. 

The consideration named in the contract was twelve 
thousand dollars, with interest at the rate of six per cent, 
per annum on any amount remaining unpaid after February 
1, 1884. 

The money w r as paid in installments as fast as collected, 
the last on October 3, 1884, with twenty-nine dollars interest, 
making a total of twelve thousand and twenty-nine dollars, 
($12,029) paid to Mr. Ward in full settlement, as shown by 
the contract and receipts now deposited with the President 
of the Board of Trustees of the Museum. The incidental 
expenses, such as for collection fees, exchange, and stationery, 
were paid for by members of the committee. 

The following is a list of the subscribers, with the 

amounts subscribed, aggregating twelve thousand and 

twenty-nine dollars ($12,029.00) : 

Joseph Schlitz Brewing Co $500 00 

Philipp Best Brewing Co 500 00 

Alex. Mitchell 500 00 

Guido Pfister 800 00 

E. P. Allis & Co 200 00 

Bradley & Metcalf 200 00 

S. Brand & Co 200 00 
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Dr. Edwin B. Bartlett 1208 50 

T. A. Chapman 200 00 

Chas. L. Colby 200 00 

W. W. Coleman 200 00 

Franz Falk Brewing Co 200 00 

George Gordon 200 00 

Green & Button Co 200 00 

Caspar Hennecke 200 00 

FredLayton 200 00 

Marshall & Ilsley 200 00 

S. S. Merrill 200 00 

Ch.Preusser 208 50 

Wm, Plankinton .. 200 00 

J.Plankinton 200 00 

F. Vogel, Sr 200 00 

ValBlatz 150 00 

Wm. Frankfurth & Co 125 00 

F. F. Adams & Co 100 00 

W. E. Cramer 100 00 

P. V. Deuster 100 00 

Isaac Ellsworth 100 00 

M. & E. Friend 100 00 

C. H. Haskins 100 00 

John B. A. Kern 100 00 

J. Kneeland 100 00 

Landauer & Co 100 00 

H. Ludington 100 00 

A. Meinecke 100 00 

John L. Mitchell 100 00 

E. Mariner . 100 00 

Mann Bros 100 00 

Rud. Nunnemacher 100 00 

John Pritzlaff. 100 00 

Dr. N. Senn 100 00 

Chas. G. Stark 100 00 

F. C. Winkler , 100 00 

H. Bosworth & Sons 50 00 

Espenhain & Bartels 50 00 

Goll & Frank 50 00 

Goodyear Rubber Co., per Suydam 50 00 

Wm. Gerlach & Co 50 00 



Digitized by 



Google 



^' 



8 



F. W. Hartmann & Co $50 00 

J. C. Iverson &Co 50 00 

Jewett & Sherman Mfg. Co 50 00 

John Johnston 50 00 

J. P. Kissinger 50 00 

James Morgan 50 00 

Fred. Miller 50 00 

C. Munkwitz 50 00 

J. Obermann Brewing Co 50 00 

Gustav Preusser 50 00 

H. L. Palmer 50 00 

E. R. Payne , 50 00 

0. P. Pillsbury 50 00 

W. Rohlfing & Co 50 00 

Sanger, Rockwell & Co 50 00 

Joshua Stark 50 00 

Dr. Lewis Sherman 50 00 

Dr. J. H. Thompson 50 00 

Julius G. Wagner : 50 00 

Zinkeisen, Bartlett & Co 50 00 

Atkins, Ogden & Co 25 00 

Geo. A. Abert 25 00 

Ed. Aschermann 25 00 

Ball & Goodrich 25 00 

Baumbach & Rosenthal 25 00 

F. J. Bair & Andree 25 00 

Paul Bechtner 25 00 

Gustavus Bode 25 00 

C. A. Beck 25 00 

Win. Bergenthal Co 25 00 

Geo. Burnham & Sons 25 00 

1. M. Bean 25 00 

G. Bossert 25 00 

F. G. Bigelow 25 00 

Dr. F. Brendecke 25 00 

John Black 25 00 

H. Berthelet 25 00 

Washington Becker 25 00 

Enoch Chase 25 00 

Cotzhausen, Sylvester, Scheiber & Jones 25 00 

Cash 25 00 
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A. Dahlmann & Co $25 00 

Dewey & Davis 25 00 

Drake Bros 25 00 

Pius Dreher 25 00 

Froedtert Bros 25 00 

Fette & Meyer 25 00 

J. G. Flint 25 00 

D. Ferguson 25 00 

W. G. Fitch 25 00 

Adam Finger 25 00 

Goldsmith & Co 25 00 

Geuder & Paeschke Mfg. Co 25 00 

A. Gettlemann 25 00 

Guido J. Hansen ." 25 00 

R. Harper 25 00 

S. C. Herbst Imp. Co 25 00 

M. Heimann & Co 25 00 

D. G. Hooker 25 00 

B. J. Johnson & Co 25 00 

Henry Jante 25 00 

James G. Jenkins 25 00 

EmilKiewert 25 00 

Kieckhefer Bros. & Co 25 00 

Chas. F. Kletzsch 25 00 

J. Knoernschild 25 00 

T. L. Kelly & Co 25 00 

Krull & Volger 25 00 

B. Leidersdorf. : 25 00 

Abbot Lawrence 25 00 

Jacob Morawetz 25 00 

Matthews Bros. Mfg. Co 25 00 

Chas. Manegold, Jr 25 00 

E. T. Mix 25 00 

G. Mueller & Son 25 00 

F. Medecken 25 00 

Northwestern Chemical Co 25 00 

Nathan Pereles & Sons 25 00 

Wm. Paschen 25 00 

G. W. Peck 25 00 

A. W. Phelps 25 00 

J. H. Rice & Friedmann 25 00 



Digitized by 



Google 



I 



10 

Roundy, Peckham & Co $25 00 

Howard D. Rees 25 00 

John Rugee 25 00 

Horace Rublee , 25 00 

Rundle, Spence & Co 25 00 

F. Rietbrock 25 00 

August Stirn 25 00 

C. H. Stark 25 00 

Smith, Mendel & Co 25 00 

H. Stern Jr. & Bros 25 00 

G. Streckewald 25 00 

Schuckmann & Seligmann 25 00 

Chas. H. Swan & Co 25 00 

Singer Mnfg. Co., per Noyes 25 00 

Dr. Joseph Schneider 25 00 

Dan Schultz 25 00 

Winfield Smith 25 00 

Trostel & Gallun 25 00 

John H. Tesch 25 00 

Voechting, Shape & Co 25 00 

Weiss Bros 25 00 

West & Co 25 00 

Jacob Wellauer & Co 25 00 

Wm. Miller 25 00 

Geo. Winding 25 00 

Widule & Conrath 25 00 

Weisel & Vilter 25 00 

Webster Bros. & Co 25 00 

Wright Bros 25 00 

Daniel Wells, Jr 25 00 

J. H. Yewdale & Sons 25 00 

George Ziegler 25 00 

A. C. Zinn 25 00 

Otto Zwietusch 25 00 

EmilDurr 20 00 

F. A. Finney...-. 20 00 

H. C. Gray 20 00 

Kroeger Bros 20 00 

Milbrath & Hartmann 20 00 

Dr. Solon Marks 20 00 

James Sheriffs 20 00 
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H. Segnitz $20 00 

D. L. Wells 20 00 

Chas. Abresch 15 00 

Bechtel Bros 15 00 

Henry Fink 15 00 

John Jungblut 15 00 

J. J. Anderton... \ 10 00 

Phil. Altpeter 10 00 

a Birkenwald 10 00 

Peter Barth 10 00 

John C. Bauer 10 00 

Dr. J. K. Bartlett 10 00 

K. B. Brown 10 00 

G. Campbell & Sons 10 00 

A. J. Cramer 10 00 

R. Davis 10 00 

Wm. J. Denny 10 00 

Chas. Engel 10 00 

C. P. Foote 10 00 

H. Hirsch 10 00 

H. Heyn 10 00 

Jacob Katz 10 00 

Kalamazoo Knitting Works 10 00 

Gerhard Kremers 10 00 

W.H. Little &Co . 10 00 

Julius Lando 10 00 

M. Meissner 10 00 

W. Meyer 10 00 

John Meunier 10 00 

N. Masson 10 00 

H. S. Mack & Co 10 00 

Mrs. E. J. Peters 10 00 

Geo. Paschen & Co 10 00 

Otto Pietsch 10 00 

George Poppert 10 00 

Henry C. Payne .' 10 00 

H. G. H. Reed 10 00 

Thos. Shea 10 00 

A. H. Schattenberg 10 00 

G. S. Sanborn 10 00 

Robert Stuntz 10 00 
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' Adrian Steckel $10 00 

Sherman, Bell & Co 10 00 

Geo. A.Spence & Co 10 00 

K. C. Spencer 10 00 

J. M. Stowell 10 00 

Henry Smith 10 00 

R. Seidel 10 00 

0. A. Thiele 10 00 

J. Wild Bros 10 00 

Louis Auer 5 00 

O. G. Blodgett 5 00 

BarrBros 5 00 

Chipman & Raeser 5 00 

L. Fuldner & Co 5 00 

R. Grange 5 00 

John Graff 5 00 

Hubbell Stove Co 5 00 

L. Henes 5 00 

G. Logemann.... 5 00 

MaxLoebl , 5 00 

L. J. Mueller 5 00 

H. Pietsch 5 00 

E.T. Sercomb 5 00 

Ch. Salentine 5 00 

L. Teweles & Co 5 00 

C. Trieschmann 5 00 

Georg Trentlage 5 00 

William Wasweyler. 5 00 

August Wollering 5 00 

William Gerds 2 00 

Fred Schunck 2 00 

A.Thai 2 00 

M. Berliner 1 00 

On September 25th, 1884, your committee presented the 

collection to the Board of Trustees of the Public Museum, 
with the special conditions that it be kept on exhibition at 
all reasonable hours, and that it be kept fully insured against 
fire. The Board of Trustees accepted the gift, and it is due 
them to say that they have complied with its conditions, that 
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they have given the collections turned over to them all pos- 
sible care and attention, and that in combining them with 
those of the Engelmann Museum, they have made an exhibit 
which is a credit and a source of satisfaction to the whole 
city. A great deal of credit is due the press for giving in- 
formation to the people in regard to the contents, variety and 
value of the collection, and showing the benefit that would 
accrue by its purchase. 

In conclusion, we wish to say that the committee were 
highly gratified in being able to raise so large a sum of 
money for a public institution, when business prospects were 
so poor, and it speaks well for the intelligence of our city 
that they were so cordially received by all classes. 

Trusting that the result of your liberality and our labors 
in this matter may prove of lasting benefit as a means of 
advancing popular knowledge in all departments of natural 
history, we respectfully submit the above for your infor- 
mation. 

The Committee on Subscriptions : 

DR. EDWIN W. BARTLETT, 
W. W. COLEMAN, 
CH. PREUSSER, 
CARL DOERFLINGER, 
AUGUST STIRN, 
WM. FRANKFURTH, 
OTTO ZWIETUSCH, 
W. E. ANDERSON, 
PAUL BECHTNER, 
CHAS. ALLIS, 
CASPAR HENNECKE, 
ADOLPH MEINECKE, 
F. C. WINKLER. 



Digitized by GoOglC 



Digitized by 



Google 



m 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



4<P? -. >l 



III 



ii 



Digitized by 



GofoeL 
t 
















Digitized by 



G( 



Digitized by 



Goot 



